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Impacts of technical trade measures on the export trade of commodity
tea based on RASFF notification analysis
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ABSTRACT: Tea is a traditional advantage export product in China. In recent years, countries and regions
represented by the European Union have successively introduced and implemented increasingly strict technical trade
measures, which have posed severe challenges to China’s tea exports. The safety status and risk factors of tea were
analyzed based on the notification data of European Union rapid alert system for food and feed (RASFF) on
commercial tea from January 2020 to June 2024. The 184 notifications, the 110 cases were related to pesticide residue
issues, accounting for 58%, which was the most significant safety risk factor. Among them, acephate, flubendiamide,
chlorantraniliprole, lambda-cyhalothrin and anthraquinone were the most frequently reported. Contaminations
(accounting for 16%) and containing unauthorized substances or new food ingredients (accounting for 18%) were
also important factors in the notifications. There were 15 notifications due to the presence of pyrrolizidine alkaloids,
which were requirements newly added by the European Union in 2023. The RASFF notifications reflected the current

safety situation of tea on one level and should be of concern. The risk factors were analyzed and the suitable
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countermeasures were discussed in order to provide technical basis for the targeted supervision of relevant industries

and regulatory authorities effectively avoiding risks and promoting tea trade.
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