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Research progress on the biological activities of ergothione and its
application in the food industry
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ABSTRACT: Ergothioneine (EGT) is a natural and non-toxic amino acid derivative, which is widely found in
various edible fungi. Previous studies have proved that it has excellent antioxidant activity. At present, researchers are
committed to exploring more new bioactive functions of EGT, and have found that EGT also has good effects in
reducing inflammation, cell protection, preventing diabetes and cardiovascular diseases, intervening in
neurodegenerative diseases, treating psychiatric diseases, and slowing down the aging process. This paper mainly
summarized the bioactivity of EGT and its application in food, with emphasis on the mature research areas of EGT
bioactivity, added the new discoveries of EGT in the prevention and treatment of diseases, and put forward the
possibilities of EGT’s role as food antioxidant, food colour agent and dietary additives in the food field, so as to
provide some references for the research and development of related functional foods and the in-depth research and

application of EGT in the food field.
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# 15 [H (ergothioneine, EGT)*4 44N 2-3nJk-L-4H 4
g = H N, B—F/NrrFrHRaEARNAEY, iEH
HIME— R IR IR 2-BR Ak LR . 1909 4F, WLEIRM:
% CHARLES TANRET 7ERf 52— Rl 3 4 T RABHE Y MR
- B sk Ak ) 22 fA EL TR (Claviceps  purpurea)iit, ME BB AY
PR AZ BRI T XA G, W ot 2 o 22 f i R
TR, B SCHRIFSE 2, EGT B £ A TG PEsh k. A
fITE e 2 I EGT B —Fh RGBT AR, Rt A %uh
15 BT 1 48 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) A K il i 5t &
el 4 Al R0 EGT AT s i i th i & T
EGT HoAth—Ly&AE M D RE, BN aT LIVE bt S0 R 3 i 24
LRI BURAEVERT . TRBT O M A B AU PR . TRy
MR THERENG . TR IR RS LA S 2 7 Y
EGT fEh—F ARG R BatC &7 Z M AFaMm . B
25 At S AU, BRI RERTR.

HRETENAMET EGT MLRiR F 2L P FIRg LT L
AJ7TH: (1) EGT BBt EALTEPE AR BR 2y | fhofle b U3 Y

WP (2) EGT (R 6 WU 15 1) Rt e S Ft 12

G)NEI I EGT ALK K AR N B 4t X F EGT
Jir B B LA A= PR P R LR T S A5 R A A SRS
AT B A o BT, AR SCIEAN 28 EGT — A,

JH RN, B4 T X F EGT ARy is Mt h A i g 4,

AMIE T T BGT 7E B FIG Y 7 0 Jr TR & B, $i0 1
EGT o B b Hr A | B ab g 650 A0 G £ US sn S5 e &
ooty U AR AR TR AT REVE, O HAE B dh U P i) itk — 25
WER SRS

1 EGT f&isr

EGT B TH AN = H EF Ay, IEE M
Wo EGT JMsdtithfb &4, Kisthsts, feis THEMZ
AL LA I A A R ) 0 SR A, T MACIR S L K
pH JEFER 1~9 MKVER FiF, EGT HLIGEIE 7!,
pH 7£ 9~10.5 FIFE N, EGT LA EHE X A74E; pH KT 10.5
if, EGT LABREsER 9B A7) EGT 7EA[H] pH F YT
AELERINE 1 B

N+Me NH \IL/ N
° 3 / A pH 9~10.5 / \
N S O N )\SH
H pH 1~9 H
O

O

K1 AN
Fig.1 Structure of EGT

EGT Y AR . WaiE . B A — b e i L gk
e, B Hetb s Ykl S A AR R B EGT! 9 &
WEME W EGT S50, AR EMHEY EGT &
TR, Ko & R L 0.60 mg/g &I M
H R4 PR PR EGT & B ghinin = THALE M, ik
7.27 mg/g TEP, HUCEMITELE, SRk 3.94 mg/g
FERY, BRA, EEOKEE. N BIGR SR, A, 5
P42 EGT kil —B251,

2 EGT H4XE¥EM

EGT 2&—Ffh RARMPrA T, UL S bt e bt g
5| T RERHFA GO T IRAIS, 451 EMEGT R
A REARARAT SN . MR . SEZEaE . FATHLARA SR
T B 22 R 1) A S A W T 826200
2.1 MENIER

EGT fEVRSMFIA N ¥ B SR b Ak fe 1, —it
T Ao e X 1,1- R 3 -2- = il 3% 2R JUF (1,1-diphenyl-
2-picryl-hydrazyl, DPPH) H F1 3% 23t B H 55515 BREE 1ok
PEM AR EALE A, T EGT B4R N T AL AR F U 238
LRSI A= WA o8 S A 05 0 A bR AR ok R UE B, i
AT LAY 53138 3 U 7 DNA 455 4n i ) 8-72 BRI A S 1 /K F-
TSR il Ak = T I B i D R A SRS AR K R
#r EGT ZEM N BT AL BE 1100 HARBLII AT LS LA 4
4\7;@[14,31—32]:

(HHEHEFE R ROS FNEMA . CAADIH5EIRIE EGT
A&4Fh ROS 4 DPPH H i, BRAEH A, A A
M. AR A . B S E IR AR SR R 24, 2=
WK PVE BA E7E EGT HEEUITERIING 23 [ 3 10 7
PREENEBE R TAMIIK, B, JLT v BT
(] 5 45 5 [ ph i 2% A R PO,

QEA M AR BE T (Cu™, Fe %), BT AL
RS AT I 42 8 88 75 ROS W AT, ZHU 2507
W& B, EGT W] LI £l F0 A4 2 78 il A AL D
(9 EGT-Cu £ 5 ¥ 97 11 DNA FIZE 11 R 24 ) R4 T-3%
FHTE T A b Bt

Q) R BT A AL B TS M, Qs e R e
il FEE A B . A RN, (A N R
RRLERIMFSE EGT X A8 Bt S AL A4 il £ R B, S00g 3]
TETRINT EGT JEAF M BRI Ji Bl Ao 1A sk Ak
TR0 75 1 S 7 e AR 8 2 3 i 8

(43 ik 1 21 25 B 71 (M 2T 8 A LLLER 156 ) R
Mo MEAEALE H0, FAAEMSMET 23 & A Al S AR 1
BRI ALLL B 11 [MbFe(IV)], ARDUINI P16 3 EGT A L
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MbFe(IV)if J5 i 75 2k WLLL 25 15 [MbFe(1I)], 7] LAFBIE &
o RAE WLLT 2R P b JRAE R P R 3

DL ESCHRGE T EGT %F ROS fmHl i+, SR EGT
S A AR RAARAILIAR N (4 8 R B Ak B K1, DT DB Bk ik
o7 SO ZH AT AL AR 45 B AT A, KRR
KRR 2],
22 MRAEER

RAE SEMUATE Z B S SR 1) — 17 5 9 180 S5 o,
R B 3 %) B A 2 S SO LA P 28 2 sl 2 ™ A 4 4%
EGT W] DLl o ZFpig e L HPUROEE R, RN
B FERAE N o QI A P 98 5 A 5T AH G2 57 R 1 3 5
FEREALRAEN TR B . FIATAEA % -8 (interleukin-8,
IL-8) 2 — A% il A7 7E A RAEA BT, 7T LA IR 0 2 4%
JiE IV, RAHMAN 2E0V% B EGT AbFR A M 1 Rz 40
o IL-8 BRI FRAR, H EGT A LI IL-8 AHGHE SE K
THIBTE, UE T EGT MIPiRIER; it SALAMA %511
W UERA EGT AT 5 25 B AIC /N B P9 i YR58 B o 7 1 20
NF-6 KV, HAl LIRS Fill 788G, mmibil kil
RIRFEAMANMERA T, Fok, EGT Al AT KA P AT 55 5 8 0E
KM ROS. AKANMU ZE¥2VL 3 EGT AT LAl 1o i R B
PR, TR SR R IR T 5 9RE RN AT I 1 rh s 4
fil, Bt EGT W] Al 33 bR 208 R H = A ik &R, A
R RRAR JR A S H U SRR X AL A 453 . e Ah, EGT ik nf
T 2 FE AR C AT IEE . GAO 25 e B i 58 v R I,
EGT &ML T 45 nand S /b Wmes ok, JF FW cp* T
1 ORI R A SRR, IR AR B I, AT A 4 1 X 4
FAEGLR NS 10/ N RS 2 R E . LA B RIFSE
EGT 7] LAl i Z2 Rl A2 Sk AR SR S, AT ERAP AR 5
ZiE

2.3 ZHAEIRIFIER

KR EGT A LAE A —Fha 2500 40 4 791,
LRI 5 2 S o S I R R B0 T S W 114
Az, R L2 A AR R SRR R A AR DL R
LB ki1 DNA 451151, SONG 2158 T EGT 454
fi (hispidin, HIP)4L G F-4 B 3 2 5 2 0 M o0 4
MG RHLE, & B EGT 85 HIP $4 Ak 3 AR 411+ ROS
R TR IEAR KT, HHRCR 508 PRI Ak & T R
RGN, LT ZU% 3 EGT " LIfE OCTN-1 #4iz 3k

F1BIVE R 5N A B2 20 I SOR By 1 He AR U,

IR CIN B 4R, Wb 3 i Sh g ik . LEOW 2470k
FoBrBF s e & B, EGT Xt 7- AR [ B AT 35 00 A ik N B2
YA R 5 A O, L OR AP AL 32 2l ol pd 2ok
RBE 5 . B ROS LA K B4 = % BR it 1 (adenosine
triphosphate, ATP)/K V- TR 1EZRiAA T REM Beftt . 25 I,
EGT 550258 o RIS R SR B S 1 S R v, DA i iz

gz 2 1, R ER .
24 TR HEXER

AR o S EURNE A TR | I A A A
DNA W45, MTiiES ARN ZFEm g &4, iR
DL . MR AT YRR . BF9 A B EGT X4
Ak R e 75 T A B R4 T FVE
2.4.1 TSR

EGT W] il 1 ok 20155 & 0l s 1) S84k I b 75 4 19
I UL R & BT A A AE P B B PR OF R IE, AT BB
B e 3 2 RUOBERIR O AEAR . CALVO I se T
37 H{EEE G HBACEESHE EGT B H B4 f5 & 1
M EGT LA Sk I 80br 2 9 S50 DR f 1 D 36
B 7K S, A BH 3 20 T e AT AR R L TR
[N-g-(1-carboxyethyl)-L-lysine, CML]AJ7K - & 3 B&AE, 1M
CML 2 HABE L AL 28 ¥ (advanced glycation end products,
AGEs)iy—Fl, AT LAFESMEIR A &4, 1 EGT AT LAk
AGEs JHHTAY) e AR KF, IEBR SR E b &
o BGT WM& AR B8R T2 2 B PRBER . 1t
Ak, EGT B8 1 875 Hh Lb 4t S A iR 48 Sk R A bl PRI T =
S I I K RE B I AE IR, D’ONOFRIO 251 vk % B
T EGT BERSE 31845 SIRT1 H1 SIRT6 15 5 J& 4E 2% & 1M
W5 S0 0 B AN T RERE RS, #E—2BUFBI T EGT T 1 2
RUBE IR T BRI BURAER . B4R, BEaE & W EGT,
UK EGT BB B E A AT LU 1o R AR A T 355 & B TR
o5 00 I e HLE T AR 1) 7K S R AR DR - 22 i DR 1 % AN T
B AR, SEHLT XPRE BR IS A ST T
242 TGS &

EGT A7 B F WO M B0, EZEHLHZE TR
AR AR P 3 =8 KO R B il 2% B 2 1 ) ALk o
B 1k Sl ks A4 AL Y e A= A tE R o H = ER T s S 3
AR BN B (9 XU, WEIGAND-HELLER 2509748 2,101
BER  EGT fE AR AR R RS, &L EGT 0] LIFD
T2 I H i =R Y R, AT sk 200 I A 0 R A
ABIDIN 255155 MU & EGT 19 525 LSRRy mT 991 B35 ph 2ok
AMEIES BN KN e s PG, HARBEET
LA IR FNARAC B bU 22 R S N B TR B, AT ) A A
AR IR 2R A S SO o AR AT 3l e U A 2
WFFEUERR T EGT %00 48552395 A TS AR YT AR FH, SMITH
SEATE R T — IS 3236 44 J0 U LA R AR R 1 2
HEMKIE 21.4 FHRERE, RABAH G- B
W T2 55 112 P35, UE T EGT 25 Rtk
R 2 A S AT, T LA S5O I 45 2 75 £
F B8 T R RN B0 I A W R XU o T T
SOTGIA ZBET SMITH FYBFSE, Xt 416 45 o 41 5 5
My EGT MR BE 5.0 08B0 A OC B A= s s A Xt
FrPE — B LA & 82 (asymmetric dimethylarginine, ADMA)Z
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() FETE By R IedEAT T 34, 45 & EGT 5 ADMA 7E4:
Tef BARE B TG, FRUGIER T EGT HoA MR
AT KU A4 RIFE TR 2Z [ B EEA . DL EJLIA
RS IGAIFTT 43 1) M 5 o 9 K B0 S 6 f B 1 e i
BREE, PR T EGT J& 7B 0 8 2 2 YR A 1 i 1
A4y,

Ak, DUAN 205495425 7 d R RES 10 my/kg 19
EGT, #4555 T EGT XFO AU ZER RAiGI7EH, &8 EGT
IRYT B GE T K EMLIIEE, Wb TONIAEZEmAR, HAE
FABLIHI T RESE EGT RIS RURRAR T VA 2 B e R St —1 1)
KA, AT el oo R 01 5, 0 R Al L A B T,
WIS FRIESE T EGT Xt L& S0 IRIR T80
243 G T HAY £ R A

VA SR 1 B DF S W EGT bl LUA R0R I7
L AR DL K i AR 51 kY HE IR BE S AFORE IR o
PIRIYAPRASATH Z£55Mff 57 2 3, H AKHR o (9 EGT n] LA
A R figt O B SRS TR /N B £ PR R 2 R PR AR A T
WEB] BEGT 0] DL R th O # U I 51# AS BN .
MATSUDA Z5ECOAIARRE K U IR EGT 1 R Wit
Jiti, 2 BRHA £ B REAT Ay B B MRS S5 3 S PR 5 % O IR
HOA BN T s, WIS 2 B AT AE A AR 1 SR E R
2R FETHE, UL EGT n] B aof £ A sl Bl e 28 R 40
AT A A MDA AE . KATSUBE 5P THEHUT 429
& KB e R A R B A 00 A A T AR SR B, A
HRRTEMRA 20 mg EGT, 154k 4 &, 45RIEH EGT ol
WL RRAR MG A 2R . BB A L RIBTR YR AT E .
Tl 2L P N- FEY L % At R R OO0 S 110 1% 2 56 22 A FE ML
B BEIR RS . LRI, s S A ARSI I IER T
EGT X —Eekh i 23805 19 850 19 VE AR
2.4.4 TARGAY R BATH R R

A 3B S R LS B0 2 40 A B S RE AR
TERREREIR, S S TR P BRAE L A4 PR A 2 B g
ZRATEGOR, EGT n LATRRY #2811 pem, HARMEA
HURIAT 432 LR W (1) 32 e e 1 24 36 vh R FE F A ]
2RI ek, BiEn RODA % CHEH T8 & EGT ek 7%
FEICH T LASE NN BUAR N A SRR 2 AR ek, AT AR 1k /)N
S A I R AN RE I T I, I &R
FIMEBER IR () BN p-TE M RE AR B R A 22
JCAML G STt 44k, WHITMORE 258% 3, i EGT
HEA TG TT (R BT IR o T BRI AR AR /N B A H BA B A, ()
A} LG A B b AN AT I S /L, A A QIR &, I B
KA EGT 0T LUAT %008 2% Wl IR 3 1 3K 1 R J&8
WLESINGHE %1%ty 75 7 33 [R] ] /R 2 Vg SR AE /)N B A 7 e
55T EGT X HA MM BRI 1EH, B4 EGT i&
I7 /N B AR 2367 /N UM R TR -3 R Ae 2 (1 DA
Wy e BB A B A B/, e T B JR R R S B0

AL L A8, B EGT MR REIEHE T g-TE ki
EAIERR . FIt, EGT B &R FEI T 3h i i) pf 25R
TTHERE R T —EMIrak, H EGT HARTER/R XK IE
BRAE /I BB TR rpr )Xo A0 0 B 9 25 DA T e 1, 5 R B 1
ERRIN e

LI EBFR AT, RIS S EGT BT Ik IR
PR BGT Sk, PXPRIRNG . OB . 2B Tk
PR S AL N SO S LA R4 T HVE .
25 HEZFE

EGT W HAWEMIEEER, EEIHENE
24 B R 47 6 RN 7 L 58 AR AR ST 5 & ) Rz Tk A e 2 A0
ST . BETRNE KR sk U Ry, S i
A E B AN E %, SAMUEL 2RV s S Ab 551 F,
EGT 4h B I BT 20 40 M0 S S B 77 2 L A i 4
I RN S AR, TEHH EGT BT LA 1o KA s bor 448 e SR A0
FRumR A B R 4 HE 2 A % 8 A L o T 2 — B AR R
B, EGT °] LIS RU % ff th 2R A1 28 B RE G451 43 £ 5 A 400 g
M5 T R AT e A 5 %, 48 T RS A 40 i ys 7,
W T At A A IR VR, AT BT 1k K ik
AR BRTTE SR EME. MK, HET EGT fE4E
D% 3% %7 T A 2 AN BR T 20 i 52 56 o 78 R SR Bl 5 X+ EGT
L i CR YN 7B | WL NCOE 08 A 1| R ER A N s i )
B

5 B, EGT AL — R B AR i35 W B Ak 71,
WA ARSI M RN BT SE . AR . TR
R EPE B . BRI | R MM RRE SRy
Wk, MR ARK R, ZERMIFA ST EGT TR IR
FIAFFE A9 Ak 1, T B B 2R MIG T Bt &
R A Ok

3 EGT ERmAus+rIN A

EGT %408, HaAMotiiE, EGT YR Atk
FIHEN 2000 mg/(kg-d), FELEFIF A 725 mg/(kg-d), JTHE
1T Sl 5 50 RN A L S5 5 1 A 2 IRV e 1) 2 B e R A0
FEPECOL DIFEXT T EGT MfF5E 5 10 2 B4R R JFUR 12
N F A AT, HERE S B L B R Y R ESRE
SIS RRHE R #HE A T L EGT i TR e
AR, BRUNE S22 4 RTE 2017 AR5 A7 B &4t EGT H
PR ShANTEAR, FLE 241 . 22 F LN e & dh v,
FUAE EGT B9 JG AT WAT F A FACF- 7715 800 mg/kg AEE ),
& A 20 0 B E B R E 2017 4Rl 42 T EGT 1 GRAS
WIE, FelFfERE s AR RIS EGT 1B R4 77100,
o £ 24 B B A RS H AT R BRI EGT ] i
FAhh, AT 2014 445 HAA T Ak b JFORHE L) iy
EGT 2 4k L R A M A BE 2, B8 A BT T T iR
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Bk, A A2 A DR A AR T 1 R A £ AT R 1 RS i T 103

R 5 0 A & i s
3.1 EGT ZRmPHmEWIER

EGT kit Ak 8 1 (AT AVE ly— Bl AR 9t
AR F &b i s, 5T A B — e Ak )
AN, EGT Al AfEAH A A7/ 2 U8R H B DO B4 T m
WA, athd . FHSGEOVIGIE T A sk PRI EGT
Yok 2 3 £ PR o 2 1 o SR S BRSSO B T AT A
A S AEAL RV T X Ty . PAHILA 25100 i i A
N AR RTE A R EAE S A T 58 & EGT AU
AR AT A AR, S45R R E & EGT M g 42 I
A7 TE S35 2 T N 3R I SR AL R A, O 5 il T i
1 AR S RTE BN Z2 N0 RN 05 B8 1) R i, 8 R T IR
R R GE PR A AL R AR . EARBF ST EGT R A Fifg
s PRI FSY, % TR E AR EGT A& S B IFAT
b, EGT & HAhA 2 b R A R FRCR © WSt S5 AH et
FH R Tl %
32 EGT WEmBFe{ER

SR FE I T AN GE R R P, R A & A ARk,
FEA] 4 R B AR AR s AR AR, R IR AN AL A R I
e A A T 70 T S o PR 2S£ i B 8 I P A ) T
J5L R 22— EGT AT A3 2o s il 1A 2K o i o AL T 2 11 14
Ak, NI E 28 PR AE ARG A7 1L R R AR (BN S:, BAO
ORI R E & EGT 4 a4 BORIm G T 44t
IR RILLT 86 (L E BRI, AR RS T H 5 i
FREE . BRTIRZE, BEZEERRES I . b R sy
KRR AR, HoS A B I T A o RS B0
R, DFFE R BT EGT Ak BB 5 Al 40432 5 1 4
HEFT, QIAN 28R H 12 mmol/L ¥ 1) EGT R SUA0HE 7%
HATAPERE A AE R HR S04, MR s
AT« IO AR R G ek S AR P St il XAt g
TR AR ITE L, AFEL A S R 1Ah, Hekaiy
UNHR | S 2A A A ID TR] 23 R 22 S AL i 5 B30 s R S Tk
A B T A BAY, 2SS IEN] EGT o] AAE i 7
o R HAT AR E ], ENCARNACION Z5970h% A%
% HASERE WA S & EGT A Hahis B, RMH
T 4 A 1 A D T 4 AR R TR 1) 33 KT I BRAIR, AT
AT T VA R [ 5 R 4 B AR AR B I A
AESE T BGT &L 78 5 116 M o0l ok S s AR A
5 i S R T JS I 45 0 B ML A A 58 o e 2 il ) 35 4,
AT FAAR SR (e 22 A A B AT DL, EGT 524 mT IAE N
— b SR I T A R AT

3.3 EGT R1EER4TF

T EGT HAEREENE T, ke iEin EGT #
ANHEFEAT 2275 3540, FIA AR & 0] U AR

— R K A R UH L A NI ST A BRI T R—
EGT DIJ HAh—S B2 BiaRs &b 7asl, vl LIS AR
RAESIR . SRR BBRE  BEIRI AL O Ao ),
LCAETR FE YIR R R B A B & S EGT Y 2244,
il & 58] T —FE & EGT RYSIREVE TR HA ZPIK
ZEREK R IERE, il K EEASE] EGT & ik 210.9 mg/kg HIEH
WORE, A T30 25l A A O DS

25 b, EGT BHA FF R B RAR M st Ak . £l
PRI RS AN, BRERCTEGTHATE
A AR RO ST A R, T EGT BY L Rl A Y G MR L
BITHA, LA B W i 36 6 Gl 24 o B B Ry v 22 4k
FITAIE, 1545 EGT A5 3% 1 & 5 sl A i o A oo B
IR BT 5

4 ZERIE

25 TR, EGT J&—FI IZ A 7E T B R A RIR A
SRS, BAPUEM. bR, RIPAif . THs iy
WM DG LA S 52 3 2 5 2 P AR E M o EGT B4tk
WA B T BRI G 2 42 J #1138 BB 24 B W BHE R
AT, gt e S S T, WM i PR 3
50 FRE S S IR R A T S, B2 RS R
RIEHT 5 SR T BT % T EGT BIWF S AN TE— o B oot
A HbL

(WEFXF EGT AWid i wf o 24 v F H X
ROS A3 B LA Bl AR s oy VR FARICR, &0 A
5% EGT J& 5 Ae R AR P i R R I AL & W /K T sl i
FEN O H AN A B B A (2) EGT B RTHY &
BAR TG ST, LU B T RETE PEAE £ Lalk b
FHPE 1 M AR eI K o Aok EGT V5HA ) [ i BFFE i
5, ARG TIRASEHE EGT E2 949G tThag, i
FLREHE 70 43 M AE £ S S R B -
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