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Research progress on extraction technology, biological activity and
mechanism of ursolic acid
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ABSTRACT: Ursolic acid is a pentacyclic triterpenoid compound found in natural plants such as fruits, vegetables
and Chinese herbal medicines. It has a variety of biological effects and has broad application prospects in food,
medicine and cosmetics. Ursolic acid is difficult to be synthesized by chemical means because of its complex
structure. The main way to obtain ursolic acid is to extract and isolate it from natural plants. According to the
extraction technology of ursolic acid, this paper firstly summarized the traditional extraction methods, such as solvent
extraction and soxhlet extraction, and the new extraction methods in recent years, including ultrasonic assisted
extraction, microwave assisted extraction, and subcritical/supercritical fluid extraction. This paper summarized the
traditional extraction methods and new extraction methods of ursolic acid in recent years and the biological activity
and mechanism of ursolic acid in antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, anti-tumor, liver and heart protection, and
improvement of glucose and lipid metabolism disorders, and prospected the future research direction of ursolic acid,
which is expected to provide a theoretical basis for the subsequent research on the biological activity and mechanism
of ursolic acid, as well as the development and application in the field of food and medicine.
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Fig.1 Chemical structure of ursolic acid
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1) FH 2% PR R BOE R OURE 2 35 v B B SRR, X b F e
50% BN 1R T 3 FiAS [FA R R BCR & B, 50% %
FERTRBURTIR, RERMRMSRRS(3.14%). HAMRE
B, RS WUk . Z PP IR AR 7 Dkl B $
A 4 FOTIRIRICS B R Y RE SRR, R AR R I
WA, R ICHEBUL S BUAE SR 1915 % e i, ML
F . ARG 3 R, R R O B R R
PRBCRAT LA E] 16.39%°), 22 FCPRIGE A He 343 A 175 771
EARET A T RIS RV RE R A, SR BGL R B Bk
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YR £ . 0 MU SR UA I AR S T DL — AR
ORI 2 T 2 R . GRABOWSKA 2517
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BFR IR A — 2, (5 S e A5 3] B4 7= 1) RE SRR
42 k0 2 e T o P Y A A B AR B ) 5
1.2 FHBUREE A
1.2.1 A7k RIRE

H A FHFHRECT 25 R A A RS R 20~100 kHz,
RS TR A% A LB E VR AR R i, s Aoy
FEAERIBTY) I L R RN o i AR A R R A, A AR
P T I Y, WIS, AR BRI, T T LA S 9 v
Sy AR IO R P A A R D D R BG AE —Fh
BB T, AERESRBRIEBUT 205 A58 T 12 v
FGE . & 1 F028 T3 AR ) R 75 Il B R BBOCR SR A
BB SR (A OGS, 43 BT T 0, 76 R FHER 75 0 4 Bh 4R i
HF, BEEOAT ., RRR L . BRI R | HREECE I I R A
5 23 2 5 Fe 2 W AR, IR ) RSk AT
WREFI 2.0, R A 1:20~1:80 (gimL), s 5s 2%
MR BN IR BOE S T PR IEHR . RBTRRARERR, 1§
I IE ARG A5 45 R AT R BCR AR KN 2B
V>R AR I RI>RRR L, Bt 1 2380 R IE 100%
BHEEE 1:20 (g:mL). A AFE] 30 min, %4 T 3 Fii
BAFHN 6.15%. ML TAEG A HLIER, IR 7 5 b
FHANFRACR, AW SR, 16 RR - P H s Ty
[T I AP 0L TR I B (35 22 1) & 32 2372811 i
o I/ B A BT N B U MR IR B vh i BE SRR, 78
PRI, BERMRAYERIBCRE AT LA F] 36.2 pg/mL, J&
{8 2 WA A B R R R R 9 % . A E AR S i 51
PRI, 7S U B AR O S — A e & T AT AT R AR T
2. RS W B AR IBOA AT LASE IR ICR, 4 Je 42 B )
AT LA/ B IO R A S AL . REIR A TH AR LA S e
PR B R BRI R A S AR R YA O,
7 5 B A AR ST AR S AR R IR, 8]
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Table 1 Ultrasound-assisted extraction of ursolic acid
BT

Eﬂ I HRH PR FE ég%.
ik ! FhiH(gimL) WfEmin - REC W e ik
L4 T B A HE 1:16.5 32 49 100 36.2 pg/mL [9]
128 50%Z. 1 1:25 25 40 225 13.16 mg/g [10]
1R AR 60% .15 1227 60 — 234 5.15mg/g [11]
HFNAR 81% % 1:20 50 50 370 31.02 mg/g [12]
At 90% .15 1:20 40 65 350 742 mg/g [13]
HAJK 95%Z. i 1:20 38 — 440 4.03 mg/g [14]
AR & 5 90%Z. 1 1:80 30 — 120 2.11 mg/g [15]

T —FoR 30k P R K, TRl

TR R B PR Bk

Tk 2 Ik RESE B AE 300 MHZz~300 GHz A HLREDE . 1%
TR A% 7 A e AT R RO (e T PR A AR EL IR S R, 40
TR A A R 2 AN, AR T A b s
BRI H BEAh, T ARG 1R L S T 1 A3 T
fERREGAFRY, 2 2 BT, R BGS A TP R EGA
FEIER AR N B, BHELEN 1:20~1:31 (g:mL),
PRI A&, 1E 15 min DL, ZERORAL R, 4
FEAE R I, PR R AT RE S AR MGG . T RE SRR
Wk sl 292°C, HUA B m AR e v, R TS S
RS A Y . BACHTLER £V 5r 2B, (ool B 4%
AT DA i 25 v SC AN AR B b RE R RR SR IR . AR AL
P R B v F P AR SRR A R R, RIS BRI .
P WRORE EL AR IR (7 Xof A SR R 48 B 1 5 i S
Y, HES MR Uk 2 B > BRI [A] > i oh R > )
WL, FAET 250 FRIRERMAREUR A 4.653 mg/g™”.
W HAT T35 F15, PRBOSCR S | R R D S
AT AJA R A H I RNk R A v I e, (R
B, B AR A B IBGA R ME LU B, BRI T i
BB I AR N . AN, M4 T8 8 B SR A%
TR B R IR, A5 A ) SR EL M AR A, a tho b — 2 PR A
THAE T b A = Hr g N o AR, 1 st 4 Bh R I
ARG HAF ARG Gk, Atk -4 m B R . B2 -k

1.2.2

BRI ROR, el T R AR R B, B S
BT ATz k.
123 T R/ s oAk E IR

Vs 5 A B S W o AR YR R AR T, R AR T
I PR B A5 BRI 7, BRI W3 Pk SR A B U .
Il FLARZE B AR B BE . REFEMRAIRCR S S s, HA
Tl AR Y 1. XTAO S50 F i 137 i A Ak 1 3 I
FUKZER A0 5 B h RESR AR 1Y T2 451, S5RR M, AE
SRR A5 R 32 BT [ L, b 42 A SR ERGR FEE t xof
PSR AAT BRI . AN, 8 R Pl B AR
RO BB AR H R, e S 7K A B AR AR AN A U
o, AT LA WL . R I S AR U I
AL FUREE ANE FUE S L A TR AR A )
Il S A E WA BRI BT A, b co, T H Ak
P JGEE R A AR A IR AR R SR SRR, Rk
FRAE YRR I FLi7i 14K . ORDONEZ-QUINTANA 2520 Hi
i 5 CO, AEBULARIGE S vh AL R, & PR EGA 77 b Bl
VR BRI HEEE | S R AR AR IO X RE SR ARG %
IS e ok B3, EBDVE R EL B 25% Ride KT 250 pum Al
TREE 60°CAME R, AESRMR ARt . YANG ZE07 280 1
Xif AN [ 45 B 92 B B SR A 9+ 1) RE 1% R 0 5 330 S
T 5L G AR R AR I . R B AR BURI I B CO, 2
BUKIEE, #875 HBIE I 5L CO, JRBUZR—Fh ™ R | A
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Table 2 Microwave-assisted extraction of ursolic acid

R Z

)ﬁ:: $EH . I $EH Tl ég%.
e i FiLEmD g WG W B mele) o
LT 88% L1 1:23 166 s — 480 4.653 [20]
iigisly 100%Z. % 1:20 11.5 min 75 500 27.84 [21]
S 82% % 1:31 1185 — — 82.57 [22]
filist 70%Z 1:28 6.5 min — 700 18.4 [23]
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etk AL U], L REE MR AEAR M S B i ik & 4, FR
il THBIG A COy ZEBEAR NN FH . ILAh, AL T HoAb 4R
AR, Wik F BRI ROE B 5 BER 2y, A~
AR BRI Tz AR PN . B, WIS
RIS AR R 2 TR . 2. I EE
KT SREL, FFIZ T AR OSSR H ) i BE R BRIE A
TR AT

2 RERBERHVEYITEM RAERLE]

21 mEK

4 M AE AU ok AR b2y 7 A 4 AE & (hydrogen
peroxide, H,0,). #% H i 4 (hydroxyl radical, -OH) I8 %
# ¥ B ™ % (superoxide anion, -0,7) % 7§ M % (reactive
oxygen species, ROS) H FH%E, 1A A B4 BEH kit b9
fiff (glutathione peroxidase, GSH-Px) . #8 % 1k ¥ B 1k i
(superoxide dismutase, SOD)Fid & AL S M (catalase, CAT)
EPUAAL R G AT LUBBRACH™ £ 19 ROS, 2404k T4k
W RSP, A RVE Z 50 0 & A & R S 41 i ROS
KFEYIFADE, 2l ROS WIS RAML pa R BT . 25 1
JFI DNA SELEMIRArF, X2 AL 23 AN AT 336 ) 4
195, BESLIR ) Z P A 2 i LT S A VR R B DA G .
HABTEMARIAMUPY 5 iR Jy i F RE SR MR %5 =i b &4
D 5 A BRSNS AR A,
ANHA H IR ROSVEH, AR PP AL AT RE 28 ok
VMR E AL B R GRS (] 2). 24 FE E AE R
Ji, BERERW] LA/ U4 40 E H AP &b R g
SOD. CAT. #l GSH-Px SFWfIE J) 8w, JEmEs
HUARITLAALRE FIBY . WFoE B, AE SR M 1 412 s P 4
21tk SOD ., CAT Ml GSH-Px S & P, AT LA 35 Ul Y
SRR TR O BRSSP IR
I ZE R FHH, RS IR i 24 W P 54 T R I ik
g1tk SOD RIS T A P, AL R oK T
A R MR IR S LI R A B R N, REIRER T LA S 3 4R
FBEIR IR/ U IE 4121 SOD | CAT Al GSH-Px 25 il 1%
P, RAIFEBUEACTIRE; @0 2N SOD YIS
P, BEIRERARFT LAV PR R RO ULEAE 2 S Ak R oK
SEROST BT, RERMR A R PTR T fEfk
ST ROERR DPPH H B EEFI-OH %, HA B P4 ik
ReJ1; AR, AT LIS SR BT AL B 0 TE M, SRS AL
ik 1. BAR B ATH R R AR R ] LIS s A AL
il 0 e, (EL R R AU T T A ML IS B b, AH G
ML AT BE VS Ko A% [+ E2 AHC -2 (nuclear factor

erythroid-2-related factor 2, Nrf2) PN 5 By 4 Ak 1% 1 18 2,
ARAT T T R AR ST, W BRI R 18 45 BT S AL i
PERIALE
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Fig.2 Antioxidant mechanism of ursolic acid in vivo
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HNE S MUK TE R 77 A 09 35 07 M S e, B 2
L3083 B TS AR AT AH 6 1Y) 240 ML IR T AR B ML 9 A2
JEAA AR W BR SZA0AN FE S 2 A 2, T R AR
it PR D0 25 5 SCARAE B L ], 5 P o T AT AR
TR E ARG . RAE SN B T S A AR AR R
[ 985 SRFE Kl F--a (tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-a). 140l
4 #-1p (interleukin-1p, IL-18) . A4 -6 (interleukin-6,
IL-6). F14ifif2Z-12 (interleukin-12, IL-12), T#H %y
(interferon-y, IFN-p)3] . FL 4 R F[ A 4L/ -4 (interleukin-4,
IL-4). F140HEA2E-10 (interleukin-10, IL-10), kA=K
“F-B (transforming growth factor-8, TGF-f)% M 3Z K 9 22
24 536 b 35 B ¥ B (mitogen-activated protein kinase,
MAPK). #[H-F xB (nuclear factor kappa-B, NF-xB)%, AE
SRR AT LA 3o 22 2% A ) 58 20 DR rg 3Rk, o T U
R RAE TN, BRI SCBIR M IEAR o SR S OB T 46
RESLIR AT fig il i 10| ROS 774 Al NLRP3 A AE /MA Y B,
T VAR 2 0E 5 0 RS 2 1 1005 FRA% 0 R L e A A rh 46
JER T IL-18. IL-6 Fl TNF-a [R5, Sk & GRpEJH5 11
YERT o AEAZ P S 58 /N BB vhy, B SRR WISl 2o 4100 7]
MAPK  F1 4 jf 41 9 55 25 [ ¥ 5 (extracellular regulated
protein kinases, ERK) [ B 2 1, &A% M ¥& b 1L-17
(interleukin-17, IL-17) ., IL-33 (interleukin-33, IL-33) &
TNF-a /K¥, Wi RIEGR TG F4h, FEm I S
RESCTHT AR, AERIRAE M i R R 7 IL-17A
IL-6, TNF-a. IL-18 #) mRNA Fik, H#hnHi4 A+ IL-10,
TGF-B i) mRNA ik, ZMRRIET RAED, 45 1, fER
P38 3L 75 NF-B il MAPK {5 S id B, 98/t % PR 110943
W, PEEBLR B I RIR G IR R IEHUR (B 3), ZFD
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Fig.3 Anti-inflammatory mechanism of ursolic acid
2.3 HihE
B =R G YR EAR AR Z—, BA

PER A2 . RRSRIRAE O — R E 2L TOFR =i Kb &
W, Xk Zo Pl e A0 B A B HAT RV, EBUR G

7RO AR IR AE Y i 3 n, AEIRR
Wil 2 4G T, BT TR A,
W MRS RE, i 20 B e, R IEPUMREE A . g
SRR L A Akt/FoxO @B, FH p-Akt &ik, FiH
p-FoxO3a R93R1k, K2 )5 AR 7 T GO/G1 H5, il 4 bt
HagE, R E N4 T 20 P T3 Hedgehog 15538 f 1Y
SEE G S48 B s N RS R REYIM G, TR AL,
RESRPRE A I Hedgehog 1558006, 5545 LI 41
PATo S AW, g K AR R T LA L
PR 7, AL B2 MWD TNF-a, IL-12 S5 A
WOV EE, SRS MUARSEE J1, SIS AR ARG, HET s
Rl /N B AEAEAR G S Ak, RE SRR R T LA G2 g mT
fiE5 M 8 A AT M), HodE M RS, EE
BB Z R, e AR S AL gy, A B A=
Koo BRIETR— PRI MR B S Ak BRUE & 120
MR RS T:, R R R Al sE TR Y, L1 B0
W5 &P, RHAEJE (sorafenib)BE & RE R 2 H A T2 1 B
[FIe g 35 1, AT LA | 7 44 L P g Jo 3 1 4R ) 2 FRUER,
175 S MR A & A BE R R TSR TR SE T . RS H T
A RN B 4 S50 P oULSRE 3] RE SR R X A IR A I A A
FLA A8, ABERF A ARIG RO ZE 0 IE SR B, RESR MR
A8 755 W) N PRI IE 19 kA2 R R, T ik — 20 I T 5 R
%, WA, MIBRRT REZFR . SWARE T, K
IR AR TR 5 IUA UME 2 B G ., 2Esh
B SRR I PR FH 1) E 5 )

®3 RBRRERMEEETNR

Table 3 Study on the anti-tumor activity of ursolic acid

%
SR RESRMRT YEFAMLHI /%
SCilk
N E RIS W480 20 pmol/L Pl Hedgehogith B Y, ARt i, [42]
NEEHIHREAEHCT16 20 pmol/L i Hedgehogi@ M G, 754000 A 1, [43]
Sl 13 i _1H 3 kK
JFBASMMC-7721 50 umollL IIENLRP3/Caspase IJEE%,\ J:ﬂCasl?ase IHINLRP3ZE FIR0FEA, 12 [44]
AT,
i S, R -L1FRIX,
B vp—— 20 pnollL JIHEGFR/JAK2/STAT3 vﬁﬁ% F%{EEMMPWPD LIAYERIE, 1 145)
AT
N H A EMGC-803 40 pmol/L JEHEPIBK/AKT/mTOREEK, fEsFANAIgT [46]
NFUREAIEMCE-7 20 pmol/L JEFE AMPK/STAT-3/COX-2i8 %, Ml Anp i K Fnss, [47]
. BRI, REPUAGSE Sy, IR MR L S
Ho /AR N 300 mg/(kg-d) " ey R 48]
SCG-7901 B fafrEl/ N 40 mg/(kg-d) W IHIE IR 2R, ST TIRE. [49]
i VA 4] BBy R > 4] P e T
HCT1164: Eol i L Sorafenib 25 mg/kglkAUA 5 AN AE BN FN R, 5 S IR ANIE & A PR -5 E [50]

200 mg/kg, BEREIR1IK
SW62045 B ria/ N 60 mg/(kg-d)

UAHKITIR20 mg/kg, 4F

25 -4 JEA fr IR /N ER
USTMGIR ST B AN farsed /1N B W 1K

TARAET

I Wnt/s-Cateniniill BRI N7, PRI, 54008, [51]

GEANE A WA T, SRR A [52]
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JHE R A P e 2 AR AR B, ZE AR R A L 25
WA AR B Sy TR A OCHEEAE T, R . SRR .
W P2 R R B S ) 25 P s . BT RESR MR YL
Ak PR EFAYITEE, RERMSE SR UAY TR L R G A
BRRAE RV SEIRAR, ARG . =l . 2% i
ARG o TR RSP IBETER I, /NP PR R 5
BEA v, AE SRR AT LR I i 3 b 4% TN e 24 1 (alanine
aminotransferase, ALT) . 7 5i4% % }i(aspartate aminotransferase,
AST). y-BH Bt RSt (gamma-lutamyltransferase, GGT)FIH
i = (triglyceride, TG)/KF, FEMRATIELIZH AR BT 42
Ak ¥ 5 — ¥ (malondialdehyde, MDA) /Y 1 & F1 4 %iE [H T
TNF-a (93515, e HIEL41Z SOD & HEH GSH Y35 &,
AE SRR FT RE S I A B, DR A o ok SR A RN 4
B, XN B R P S e S R VR . ML E o 2
FIBLR RS AN WO IR AE SN o BIFR R HR, RESRERIE
AT AMP WEALEE HEE/ S BTG A R L (AMP-
activated protein kinase, AMPK/acetyl CoA carboxylase, ACC,
AMPK/ACC)3l B 35iE A W, 7T LU 2 08 R 5 2 rY 4
AR SR SERE RNE, 3 T 8 P A 75 S 1 S0 4 P T 240
e Wi 75 #4155 Toll #3714 (Toll-like receptors, TLR)Z2: 5
JER N — R EEE AT, RRRRE SR TLRY 5
K, WP RAEHN T TNF-a, IL-6. IL-18 RIREHL, Wi
A 5 RS 0 A SR, s RGP S A0 I 56—
AR5 W E MY Z I de e, AR IR T LA
5 B DA RE A OB 1 S 0 B D AR B AR, R -
B, B0 TLR4 38 EAOE, SCETR SR A R0
BRI T I N RE SRR S 3E 1 4 ] FOXO04 B A
AL, WA T TNF-o Fll IL-18 RS HIOR B
K175 0 K BN 6 BB 01 403, a0k i % # S AR 4P 4
o el X 3 (farnesoid X receptor, FXR)Z: 51H#5
BRI BR A A, R LA S0 S0 A G I 2510 RE SRR
W B FXR 3R, dERpIRTTRRERAS, A5 A5 mACs,
VBRI A SN, 0TI A A 6 T (0 L0500 e o
RE SRR ] PR M B A0 1 FH e R v, R SR 1R 38 3 1 o)
NOX/NLRP3 S/ MAH B, 18/ JAE 1 BB, 1517
TETERE, S A PO SRR S A RTET e AL R AR 451010
Zi b, KREWR R RN ZF E 2 5 R MG EA
AR YRR, FEMLE S B U A A A S 2% DA
Ko FFIEFN B T RE AR BB W 6 &R, H AT,
TR 40 - 1 - T T 2 S B 9 S0 A 2B TR SR s JEL Bt . B
SR I B 5 T R AR . PR e AR, R R e
BRI R R, AR el — S HRIE R

2.5 RIFOEE
U UG 2 446 R 22 5000 I A R i IR 22—, 45

Ji PR 5 R 4 JULZA B 45 5 0 2 B O ULZI B 9 X 6 S,

MG — R G 0 o AR T 90 B S B0y 2 i
RAE SV S5 O LR 5 i F B IR IR . 45 T2 A ORI
HOC2 KELONAATsR 2B, AERBRAN (AT LLIE 2 32
SOD i JIBEAR AL R ORI AT LR HEAH I I, 4%
FALRB ARG . RPIR IG5 R AR, AR Rl g = O
ML hPrsa bl SOD 1 CAT m9iE 1, FEIRIRE R F
IL-153, IL-6 Fll TNF-a (935, il S0 A0 107 et s #0980 S
JF, T TR 2 O JUL AR P 450 4% 1 R B JUE S R 3
TRAPPE I, BFST R0, AR SRR T Ak 3 ] LA il Co UL 200
PR, SO SO VA ZE K BRI 0 0 T R O WL 6 45
5, XA AR AR AR AMPK {5538 A 5% H Al
AR BER BRI O MR S AR 4 2L, FEAE ML AR b
TP SAE S N 55 )y T . AR ISR, 28
MAET . AHMARIE T B T A I AE Ty U O LR 3 i R
Wt R R AR, IR, SRR RN S S S
W 5T A AR SE T VA G . BRI, ARSRIR AR
FERESR BN AN R A M AE T 7 RS2 e, X I BH e AL R (R4
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