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Result analysis of Canadian food safety surveillance programs and
practical suggestions
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ABSTRACT: Canadian food safety governance has consistently been ranked in the top tier globally, and therefore
the analysis of Canadian food safety surveillance programs is significantly important to facilitate China’s modernized
food safety governance. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) promulgates the food safety surveillance
programs with the focuses on the surveillance of chemical and microbiological contamination, including the National
Chemical Residue Monitoring Program (NCRMP), National Microbiological Monitoring Program (NMMP), directed
monitoring on identified chemical contamination, compliance of food nutrition and targeted surveys programs. This
paper analyzed the latest results of 14279 domestic and imported samples from Canadian annual chemical
contamination surveillance program and those of 8125 domestic and imported samples from microbiological
contamination surveillance program in detail, which indicate the overall compliance rate as 95.7% and 99.3%,
respectively. The Canadian food safety surveillance programs have the characteristics of whole food supply chain
surveillance by single department, the prominence to variation and coverage of monitoring indicators, and the
accurate traceability and the monitoring result publicity. It is suggested that China's food safety authorities may
properly take the successful experience overseas as references, in order to constantly improve the risk monitoring and

risk communication systems in China.
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Table 1 Amount and origins of food commodities in 2015—2016
Chemical Residue Monitoring Program
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Table 2 Types and origins of food commodities in question in
the 2015—2016 Chemical Residue Monitoring Program
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Table 3 Amount and origins of food commodities in 2018—2019

Microbiological Monitoring Program
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Table 4 Types and origins of food commodities in question in
the 2018—2019 Microbiological Monitoring Program
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