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ABSTRACT: Pentachlorophenol (PCP) is a kind of persistent organic pollutant which can produce compound
toxicity to organisms, it’s also an endocrine pollutant. It has widely used as insecticide, antibacterial agent and
preservative in the worldwide in the 1930s because of its low price and good effect. With the deepening of research,
due to its toxic effect on the body, many countries have listed pentachlorophenol as a prohibited substance, at present,
China has banned the use of pentachlorophenol in other fields except wood preservation. According to the food safety
data released by many provinces, PCP is often detected in animal-derived products. This paper analyzed and
discussed the sources of pentachlorophenol in animal-derived products, and described the relevant regulations of
pentachlorophenol in China and the research progress on the harm of pentachlorophenol to organism, some
suggestions were put forward to prevent and reduce the harm of pentachlorophenol, in order to arouse people’s
attention to this chronic harm and to provide reference for national management of PCP.
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