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ABSTRACT: Heavy metals were considered as priorities to be controlled in the pollutant list, due to its toxic effect
on aquatic organisms. Main factors affecting the enrichment of heavy metals in aquatic organisms included their
habitats, living habits, special physiological morphology and seasonal changes. Aquatic plants enriched heavy metals
via different approaches including roots, stems and leaves, and they showed a diversity in heavy metal absorption,
accumulation and tolerance. However, for aquatic animals, feeding habits were the main factors, heavy metals were
concentrated through respiration, adhesion and food chains and had no significant correlation with the food chain
level. In addition, this paper summarized the prevalence of heavy metal pollution in the coastal areas of China from
2015 to 2017, and aimed to provide references for aquatic organisms protection and marine resources sustainability in
the coastal regions of China.
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Table 2 Statistics of heavy metal exceeded standard in coastal
nationwide between 2015 and 2017
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Table 3 Characteristics of the deposition in some important estuaries between 2015 and 2017
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