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Introduction of European validation system of alter native methods for
food microbiology analysis
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(NBGen Co., Ltd., Beijing 101111, China)

ABSTRACT: Standard method, also known as reference method, is used frequently in food analysis.
Alternative method, generally known as rapid method, based on which commercial test kits are established and
developed to achieve high through-put and rapid testing, is expected to solve the problems of time-consuming
and higher expense that come with reference method. Currently in EU, the main validation organizations
include NordVal, Microval and AFNOR (NF Validation). Method or test kits validated by these organizations
will be accepted within the member states of EU. With the quality control of the related analysis methods and
kits, the related market order is maintained stable and fair. In this article, the basic information, validation
process, cost and current status of validated methods were described and analyzed, which were expected to
provide general references for interested researchers.
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Fig. 1 Method certified by NF Validation: grouped and sorted by test principle
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Note: Data collected from NF Validation
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