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—The dairy monitoring programme
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ABSTRACT: New Zealand national chemical contaminants programme (NCCP) is a statistically based pro-
gramme designed to confirm that the control of chemical residues in milk and dairy products is appropriate and
effective. It assures the safety, wholesomeness and truth of labeling of milk and dairy products for both domes-
tic and export markets. NCCP enables Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) to assess the effectiveness of the
New Zealand regulatory programme in preventing the risk of contamination from milk production to the final
dairy product, generate information on chemical contaminants in dairy production and processing to enable the
industry and MPI negotiations for access to export markets and mitigate trading risks, implement surveillance
testing of dairy materials or processors that pose higher risks than normal, and provide assurances that the ex-
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ported dairy products meet the requirements of the destination countries. The MPI of New Zealand specially

formulated operational criteria of the diary monitoring programme and made a detailed list of the technical re-

quirements and expectations for relative parties to fulfill specified functions under the dairy NCCP. This paper

introduced the dairy NCCP and the specific operational standards and the requirements of NCCP formulated by

MPI as well as the legal basis, the scope of monitoring and the monitoring process.
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