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Deter mination methodologies, contamination levels and dietary exposur e of
tetrabromobisphenol A and hexabromocyclododecane in diet:
areview of recent studies
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ABSTRACT: As one of the most important chemical products-brominated flame retardants (BFRs)-
tetrabromobisphenol A (TBBPA) and hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD) were widely used in industrial
production and living consumption fields. TBBPA and HBCD had become ubiquitous contaminants in the
environment and the human population due to their widespread use. Thus the human exposure and health effect
of TBBPA and HBCD caused a lot of concern. This paper reviewed the determination methodology,
contamination levels and dietary exposure of TBBPA and HBCD in diet. On the basis of the results, we
compared the difference of the contamination levels of TBBPA and HBCD in different countries, regions, and
different kinds of foods. The review showed the dietary exposure levels of TBBPA/HBCD by infant were
higher than those of the adult. Thus, more researches should be focused on the exposure assessment of TBBPA
and HBCD on infants.
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