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A compar ative study of legal regulation of food additives between
China and USA
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Technology Research Center of Food Additives, Beijing 100048, China)

ABSTRACT: Regulation and management of food additives is an important part related to food security. The
USA has strict laws and regulations for the production, sale and use of food additives, which has formed a
series of more comprehensive management approaches and measures. This paper compares the laws and
regulations on food additives between China and USA, as well as the standards and regulatory systems for the
improvement of legal regulation of food additives, to provide areference for related study. The article describes
the status of the US legal regulation of food additives, including its comprehensive legislative system and strict
supervision mode, and also analyzes the current situation and problems in our country under the “Food Saf ety
Law” asthe core of the legal system of legal regulation for food additives. Also this paper points out that at the
present stage, there are many drawbacks such as abuse and misuse of food additive, illegal use of the logo, food
additive safety standards to be perfect, and the regulatory and administrative mechanism to be enhanced in
China. The legal regulations of food additives were compared by the legislative and regulatory levels between
China and USA. The comparison suggests some practice including strengthening the regulation and law
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enforcement, and strengthening the risk assessment, improving safety standards and integrating regulatory
authorities.

KEY WORDS: food additives; legal regulation; comparison study
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