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Review on the risk assessment for chemical contaminants in food
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ABSTRACT: Chemical contaminants are of immediate and serious concern to food safety and human health.
Risk assessment for chemical contaminants in food not only protects food safety and human health, but also
enhances consumer protection and facilitates international trade. Conceptions, classification and methods ap-
plication on chemical risk assessment were introduced in this paper. The risk assessment of chemical contami-
nants in foreign countries was summarized, and progress in research of chemical contaminants risk assessment
in food at home was reviewed in detail, including heavy metals, organic pollutants, pesticides, and aflatoxin etc.
The methods of these risk assessment were analyzed and compared. The assessment results of heavy metal,
pesticide residues and aflatoxin showed that: children's dietary exposure is high. Main problems in chemical

risk assessment in China at present were pointed out and advices were given on further complete chemical risk

assessment.
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