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Survey and analysis on acquisition of food safety knowledge and publicity
need of food consumers in part of rural areas of China
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ABSTRACT: Objective To investigate the acquisition of food safety knowledge and publicity need of rural
food consumers. Methods A census on rural consumers was conducted from April 10 to 30, 2010. Totally
1742 consumers were selected from 7 pilot counties. Results Totally 78.6% (1370) consumers were willing to
accept food safety education; consumers had strong needs for acquiring food safety knowledge including
children’s food safety, nutrition knowledge, laws and regulations, etc. ; When purchasing unsafe food, 13.3%
consumers (231/1742) chose to take legal proceedings ; 84.4% (1470) consumers believed that the government
should strengthen popular science education and publicity to enhance consumers’ self-protection consciousness.
Conclusion The need for strengthening the publicity of food safety knowledge is necessary. It’s an urgent
need to carry out effective and adaptable publicity work, to establish a sound consumer complaints mechanism,
to increase rural food consumer groups’ food safety knowledge and the conception of the rights protection and
to rapidly and comprehensively improve the overall environment of food safety in rural areas.
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Table 1 Food safety knowledge propaganda demand related problems of food consumers

(%)
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863 495
1053 60.4
283 16.2
192 11.0
460 26.4
552 31.7
113 6.5
151 8.7
188 10.8
352 20.2
66 3.8
13 0.7
211 121
65 3.7
238 13.7
516 29.6
44 2.5
581 334
87 5.0
1568 90.0
1277 73.3
1307 75.0
1229 70.6
977 56.1
1130 64.9
38 2.2
930 53.4
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359 20.6
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