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Study on current situation and development trends of domestic and foreign
lead maximum level standards in food

Shao Yi"?, Wang Jun', Wu Yongning"
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Food Safety, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Beijing 100021, China)

ABSTRACT: Objective To explore the extent of coincidence for lead concentration limits in food between
China and Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) and provide evidence and reference for improving the
Maximum Levels (MLs) of Contaminants in Foods. Method Food categories and concentration limits for lead
in China were compared with those of CAC, European Union, Australia and New Zealand. Results Considering
the international risk assessment result of lead, China almost set MLs for all the food that possibly contributes
to the dietary exposure of lead, so the food categories for lead in China were more than those in CAC, the Eu-
ropean Union and Australia and New Zealand standards. However, some MLs of lead in China are still looser
than those in CAC or other countries. Conclusion The measures to control major contributing sources of lead in
food and the comprehensive national survey of lead contamination in food should be taken, in order to lay the
foundation for further improvement of the food contaminants standard in China.
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Tablel Comparison of lead limited index food category
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